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To tbe Right Reverend Farther in God 
- Rn, "2 P Aj Fol F? 


Lord Biſhop of LONDON, | 


One of His MAJESTY 


Moſt Honourable PRIVY. COUNC FL | 
"MY LORD, TOS 


I FOUR Lordſpip having ignified your pleaſure 

| |  '#bat the Sermon which you heard, when you 

aid us ihe honour to be preſent at the Open- 
| Ing of our. Pariſh Church, , ſhould be made 
- 6 53 BD PLAKCH 3 notwithſianding my aver ſoneſs to 
Print any ihing.ig nel/e ,- yet .out of a juſt ſenſe both of 
that Obedience which T owe to you as my Biſhop, and of that 
Kinaneſs which T have received from Tou as my Patron, 
1 have now done it, and herew:th made bold to preſent it to 
You. what Effet a Diſcourſe of ths Nature will have 
upon the Minds of thoſe who ſhall have ſo much patience as 
fo vead it ,* I know not. But muſt leave that io him who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hand. My Subjeft 1 an 
ſure i good and neceſſury » And as for my plain and pra- 
ftical way of handling :t , it is that which my Text re- 
guireth , in that it commandeth that in our Chriſtian Con- 
gregations, All things be done'to edifying.-. So :hat wn- 


Beſs I had endeavoured 1o ſuit it to the Capacities of a'l 


there preſent , and to make it as edifying as I could unto 
them , my Sermon had been a Contradiition to my Text- 
And beſides that , T bad hbft my Deſign in Preaching it : 
Which was , to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe Souls, un- 
der your Lordſhip ,. are committed to my care and condutt , 
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vof it; 108 affTy becauſe it $5 conformable to the Doftrime, 
rfcipline , and Prattice of The Univerſal Church , nor 
only breawuſo 4 we tftakliſhed by: the Dat: both of our 
Church- awd State (though they allo be very great Reaſons 
but likewiſe becauſe of tbat extrgordinary benefit and ad-. 
vantage which they would vectioe jrom it, for the ea. 
Hig" of their Souls in whatſotber 3 wereſſary to their Ze 
ternal Salvation. | | | 
T am very Jenſorr » that much move might, have been: 
ſaid upon this Excellent Subjeft,, But intending no mure 
Than 2-3 tin Sermon upon the weeafion , -T war Nt wo bs 
wt many things, and to confine my felf to fuch only, hich: 
were mot obvious ,. and feemed the moſt preeſſary fav peo-- 
aJe to know and p ratt5fe , 11 order to thetF bein : 
Jed unto , and etfed 65 or Publck Proyeve. 
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WILLIAM. BEVERI DGE. 


SER MON | 


Concerning the 


Excellency. 'and Uſefulneſs” 


OF THE 


Co \mmonPrayer. 
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x COR. XIV. 26. 
Let all things be done to edifying. 


HEN Fudas. Maccabeys had. 
SAS new built the Altar, and re- 
RoW OS IE the Temple at Hieruſa- 
8872 /em, after it had been pollu- 
= ted and laid waſte for Three 
years together , the Church. of 
God at that time and lace re- 
joyced ſo much at it,that they . 
kept the Dedication of it Eight 
days, - and ordered that. the 
ſame ſhould be obſerved every. 
year ; 5 1 Idocark.'s 4:59. "hed ſowe find it was in our Sa- 


viours time: for he himſelf was pleaſed to honour fi. 
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moſt high God, for that our Church, which hath lain 
waſte for above five timesThree years, is now at laſt re. 
built and fitted again for his Worſhip and Service. For . 
what the Altar and Temple were unto the Jews then, the 
ſame. will our Churh be unto us now. ' Did they there 
offer up their Sacrifices unto God asTypes of rheDeath of 
Chriſt ? We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid Death of 
Chriſt,typified by thoſe Sacrifices. Did they come from 
all-parts of: Z#dea to worſhip. God. there ? So ſhall we, I 
hope, come from all parts of this Pariſh to Worſhip God 
here. Was the Temple an Houſe of Prayer to them ? So 
is this Church to us. Was that the place where God ac- 
cording to hispromiſe came unto hisPeople to bleſs them? 
I donot doubt. but he will do the ſame to us in this Place, 
if we come unto it , and carry our ſelves in-it as we 
ought to do. In ſhort, was the Temple the place where all 
thingswere performed that could anyway conduce to the 
Edifying of Gods People,as things then ſtood ? The ſame 
may be ſaid of our Church;as things now ſtand. For what. 
ſoever is or can be neceſfary to the Edifying of ourSouls . 
here, and ſo to their Eternal Salvation hereafter, is clear- 
ly and-fully comprehended in thoſe ſevefal Offices , 
which according to the Laws of the Land, arenow to 
be performed in thisPlace. Neither is there any thing . 
contained in'any of them, but what doth .really.conduce. 
to theſe great Ends and Purpoſes. | | 
' Bat this being a' thing which is denied by ſome, and 
nnderftood but by few.amongſt us, I. ſhall endeavour to. 
explain and demqnſtrate-unto all. Which-I chuſe to do"! 
at this time, becauſe'tis the moſt proper:Subze@ I could- 
think of for this. ocaſion. For unleſs what is to be now 
done in this place, willanſwer the ends wheretore it js. 


of the Common Prayer. 


erefted, a!l the Cofts and Charges that have been laid 
out upon 1t ; will beto no purpoſe at all*Burt if it can- 
be fully made out, That the Service which is here'itobe 
performed, doth highly conduce to the Advancement of. 
Gods Glory and your Happineſs, the great Ends where- 
fore ſuch places are erefed , then you cannot but ac- 
knowledge that whatfoever any of you havecontributed 
towards it, is the Beſt Money that you Ever ſpenc; and 
that this day whereinthe ſaid Service is begun to be per- 
formed init, is one of the moſt joyful days that this 
Pariſh ever ſaw. | | Th 3 
This therfore is that 'which 1 ſhall endeavour to prove' 
at this time ; And for that end 1 have choſen theſe 
words for the ground and foundation of all that 'I ſhall: 
ſay upon this Subje&, Let all things be done toEdifying. 
For the right underſtanding whereof, we thuſt know;thar 
the Apoſtle having in this Chapter diſcourſed at large 
concerning the way and manner of holding Chriſtian Ae 
ſemblies,and having proved that whatſoever is there'faid: 
ought to be-ſpoken 1n ſuch a Language, that all there pre- 
ſent may underſtand, and fo be edified by it; he at laſt 
ſums up the whole in this Propoſition , How#s it then 
Brethren? when ye come together, every nf 1 hath 
a Pſalm, bath a Dotitrine ,* hath a Tongne, hath a Re« 
velation, hath an EY Lex all things be done 
to Edifying : As if he ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever gifts 
any of you have or pretend to, yet when you meet to- 
gether upon a Religious Account, for the publick Wore 
ſhip of. God , take ſpecial: care'that' all things be there 
done, to the Edifying of all who are therepreſent. From 
- whence it is plain that the Apoſtle lays down this as a 
general Rule , neceſſary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian 
Congregations. So that whenſoever we meet togethet 
to worſhip: and ſerve God ;, if any thing be there done 
awhich is not for our Edification , we come fhort of 'this 
Rule, and ſo we do too, if any thing be there wanting 
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that may conduce to that end. For according to this 
Rule, as nothing is to be there done but what 1s for our 
Edifying , ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things that are or 
can be for our Edifying ought to be there done. 

- But for our beter underſtanding the true ſenſe and pur- 
port of this Rule, it is neceſſary to conſider what the Apo- 
{tle here means by ed:#y:ng ? For which we muſt know, 
That all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle faith , of 
the Houſhold of God, built upon the foundation of :the A- 
pofiics and Prophets, Teſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 2. 19,20. Hence whatſoever 
tends to the ſtrengthening, ſupporting,cementing,or rai- 
ſing this Fabrick higher, whatſoever it is whereby men- 
are made more firm-and ſolid Chriſtians, more holy and 
perfe men then they are before, by that they are ſaid 
to be edified. And therefore it is a great miſtake for men 
to think as many do, thattheyare ed:fed by what they 
hear,meerly becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of. For Know/edge,as. 
the Apoſtle faith, puffeth up ; it is Charity that edifieth ; 
2Cor. 8. 1. And therefore whatſoever knowledge we at-. 
rain'to, we cannot be ſaid to be ed:fied by it, any further. 
than as it influenceth, our minds, cxcites our love, and 
inclines our heart to.God and goodneſs. And that this 
is the true notion of ed;fying, 1s plain fromthe Apoſtles 
own words, where he ſaith, Zet no corrupt communica- 
tin come out of your mouths, but that which is for the uſe 

of edifying, that:it may miniſter grace untothe hearers; 

Eph 4+ 29+ For frem;hence it is-manifeſt, that that one- 

ly is properly ſaid:to edfir, that miniſters grace unto us, 

whereby we are made more pure and holy than we were 
before. And therefore we read of Edify:ng owr ſelves in 

Irve, Eph. 4. 16. and &uilding up ow ſelves-it our moſt 

holy faith, Jade 20. which are th&true graces that make 

up a real ad true Chriſtian, Andnothing can be faid to 
earfie, but what tends to the exciting and men *- of 
"TRIP NE cncm :;: 
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them - UntiÞ we come (as the Apoſtle ſaith) in the unity 
of the faith, and ofthe knowledg of the Son of God, nnto 
a perjett man, unto the meaſure of the fFature of the ful- 
neſs of Chrift ; Eph. 4. 12, 13. Hence therefore; when 
the Apoltle faith, Ler al rhings be done to edrfying, his 
meaning in brief is this, that in all our Chriſtian Afſem- 
blies, When we meet together to worſhip and ſerve God, 
All things there are ta be ſo done , 'that we may return 
home wiſer and better than we came thither ; with our 
knowledg of God:and Chriſt increaſed,our deſires enlarg- 
ed, our love inflamed, our faith confirmed, all our gra- 
ces quickened, and ſo our whole ſouls made more hum- 
ble, more holy, morelike to God, than they were before. 


' The words being thus briefly explained,I ſhall now ap- 
ply them to our preſent purpole,and ſhew that that Form 
of Religious Worſhip, which is preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Land, and therefore to be 
uſed new in this place, agrees exa&tly with this Rule or 
. Canon of the holy Apoſtle, even that a/l ihings 1mit'ave 
done to edifying. 7 ' 7 
: But before we prove thatthatForm inparticular which 
our Church hath preſcribed, ' agreeable ro this Apoſto- 
lical Rule, itis neceflary to prove' firſt, That the'preſeri- 
bing a Form in-general is ſo. For 'unleſsthe preſcribing a 
Form in general-be according to:this Rule, 'no Forini'in - 
particular that is preſcribed'can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits, yet requires the preſcribing 
of ſome Form , is evident. from the Rule it ſelf. For'tlie 
Apoſtle here commands.the Church of Corimb,and'fo all 
Provincial Churches, to take care that intheir Religious 
Aſſemblies 4/1 things be done to edifying. But how is it 
poſlible for any Provincial Church to ſee that this-be-done 
except ſh>/preſeribes ſome certain Form for the'doing of 
it ?. It every Miniſter of a Pariſhſhould'be left tohis own- 
liberty, to do what he pleated in hisown Congregation, 
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obſerve this Rule, as well as they could, yet conſidering 
the Corruption of Humane Nature, we-have much cauie 
to fear that others would not, At leaſt the Church could. 


.þs no way ſecured that all would ;. and therefore muſt 
needs be obliged toconfider of and-appoint fome ſuchForm: 


to beuſcd in all her Congregations, by which ſhe may be 
fully afſured that this Apoſtolical Rule is everywhere ob- 
jerveg, as it oughtto be. And although we ſhould ſup» 


poſe what can never be expected, that all the Clergy 4n 


every Province ſhould be as wiſe and good as they ought 


to be, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed that every one of them 
ſhoutd underſtand what is tor the Edification of the peo- 


ple as. well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs 


*be acknowledged that the ſureſtway to have thisRule ob- 


ſerved, is, for the Governours of every Church, and the 
whole Clergy,to meet together bytheir Repreſentatives, 


1n a Synod or Convocation, and there upon mature De- 
.1itberation agree upon ſome ſuch Form, which theyin their 


-Prudence and Conſciences judge to be according to this 

Rule, which the Apoſtle here lays dowa before them. 
And beſides that the proſcribing a Form in general, is 

more for our Zaifying , than to leave every one to do 


_ What ſeems good in his own eyes, We have the coucur- 
.reat Teſtimony, Experience and Practice of the Univer- 
.fal Church. For we never read or heard of any Church 


an the:World from the Apoſtles days to ours , but what 


took this courſe. Though all have not uſed the ſame, 
yet no- Church but hath uſed ſome Form or other.. And 
therefore for any man to ſay, That it is not lawful, or 
-* not expedient,or not ſoedifying, to uſe a Form of Pray- 
cr in the publick Worſhip of God , is to contradict the 


general ſenſe of :Chriſtianity, to condemn the Holy 
Catholick Church, and to make himſelf wiſer than all 


Chriſtians that ever were before him. Which, whatſoe- 


ver it may be thought now, was always heretofore recko- 
ned one of the greateſt ſins and follies that a Man could 


k 
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. ' Nay more than all this too : For this'is not only to 

make a Mans ſelf wiſer than all Chriſtians, but wiſer than 
Chriſt himſelf: For it is impoſlible to preſcribe any Form. 
of Prayer in more Plain and expreſs Terms than he hath- 
done it, where he ſaith, hen ye Pray, ſay, Our Father 
whi ch art in heaven,&c. Luke 11. 2. And-I hope none - 
here-preſent but will acknowledgethat Chriſt, by whom 

alone wecan be edifyed; knows better what is, or whar- 
is not for our edification, than we or all the Men in the- 
World can do. And therefore ſeeing he hath notonly pre- 
ſcribed a Form of Prayer for hisDiſciples to uſe,but hath - 
exprefly commanded them to uſe it ; we whoprofefs our 
ſelves to be his Diſciples, ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in - 
aur minds, that uſing of a Form of Prayer., is not on- - 
ly lawful,but much more for our-edifying, than ivigpol- - 


ible for any other way of Praying to be. 


The ſame may be proved alſo from the nature of the 
thing it ſelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do not only des. 


- monſtrate that it is ſo, but likewiſe ſhew how.it comes 


to be ſo. For, Firſt, In order to our being- edified, ſoas 
to.be made better and holier, whenſoever:weimeet toge- 
ther upon a Religious account , tit is-necellary that the 


fame goodand holy things bealwaysinculcated and preſ- . 


ſed upon us after one and the ſame-manner-For we can- . 
not bat all find by our own'expertenee how difficult it-is . 
co faſten any thing that is truly good either upon. our 
ſelves or others, and that it israrely , if ever effected... 
withour frequent repetitions of it. Whatſoever good . 


things we hear only once, or now and then, though per- . 


haps upon the hearing of them , they-may ſwim for. - 
while in our Brains, yet they ſelddmdink down inta'our 
hearts,ſfo as to maye and ſway the affettions; as it, is:ne- - 


'celſary they ſhould'do:, in order toour being' edified by 


them. Whereas. by a Ser-Form of Publick Devotion 


rightly compoſed, as we are continually put.in mind af 5 | ; 
all things neceſſary for us to know.ordo., ſo that is als - 
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ways done by the ſame words and expreſſions, which b 
their conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves fo 
firmly in our minds, thatit will be no eaſie matter to ob« 
literate or-race them out, but do what we can, they will 
{till oecur upon all occaſions ; which cannot-but be very 
much for our Chriſtian Edificat iron. _ 
Moreover, That which conduceth 'to the quickening | 
our ſouls , and to the raifing up of our affeions in our _— 
' Publick Devotions, muſt needs be acknowledged to con- | 
duce. much to our Edification. But it is plain,, that asto 
ſuch purpoſes aſet Formof Prayer isan extraordinaryhelp 
tous; for if l hear another pray , and know riot before- 
:hand what he will ſay, I muſt firſt liſten to what he will 
fay next, then I am to conſider whether what he faith be 
agreeeble to Sound Doftrine, and whether it be proper 
and lawful-for me to joyn with him in the Petitions he 
puts up to God Almighty ; and if I thinkitis ſo, then'I 
am to do it. But before 1 can well do that, he'is gotto — #& 
another thing : - Fon. means it is very difficult, it not ; 
morally impoſſible,to joynwith him inevery thing ſo re- 
gularly as Loughtto do. But by. a ſet Form of Prayer all 
this trouble is prevented ; for having the Form continu- 
ally in my mind-, being thorowly acquainted with ir, 
fully aproving of every thing in it, I havenothing elſeto 
do:whilſt the words. are ſounding. in mine ears, bur td - 
move'my heart-and affections ſuitably to them, to raiſe 
up my defires of thoſe good things which are prayed for; 
to-fix my mind wholly upon God , whilſt t am praiſing 
of him, and ſo to employ, quicken, and lift up my whole \, 
foul' in-performing_ my Devotions to him. No man that 
hath becn aciiſtomed to'a;S2r,Form for any conſiderable 
time, but may eaſily fin this ro be true by his own'ex- 
perience: And by conſequence, that this way of Praying | 
ts a greater help to us, than they can imagine that-never | 
made tryal of it, + +, | i wy 
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-"To this may be alſo Added, That if we hear another 
praying a Prayer .of his own ;private Compoſition. or yo- 
Iyntary Effuſion, our Minds are wheily bound up and 
confined to his. words and.expreſſions, and to his Requeſts 
and Petitions, -be they what 4ahey will : So that at the 
[beſt'we can but pray his Prayer. Whereas when- we Pray 
;by a'Fqrm .preſcribed by the Church, we.pray the Pray- 
"ers.of the. whole.Church we Jive in, which are common. 
.to.the-Miniſter and, People, -to qur Selves, and .toall the 
Members of .the.fame,Chyrch: So that weave all the, 
"devout and ;Pigus' Souls that are in it, concurring and 
; joyning with .us jn them: -Which cannot ſurely but be. 
- more <ffe&ual.for the Edifying nat ,ovly of our ſelves.im 
"Particular, but of the Church in general, then any pri« 


- 


' vate Prayer can be.” 


*. Laſtly, in order to ourbeing Edified by our Pablick De- 
votions; As it is'neceſſarythatwe knaw þefare-hand what 


"weare to pray. for,. ſo it is neceſſary that we afterwards 
' know whit we have prayed for, when we have done. 
For] ſuppoſe-you willall grant, that all the good andbe-, 
' nefit we can receive from our Prayers, is to be ultimately. 


' relolved*into ; Gods':gracious Hearing and- Anſwering. of 
them :- -Without which they wiltall come to nothing,” But 
"there are twothings required tothe obtaining an Anſwer 
" of our Prayers: © Firſt, That we fincerely and earneſtly. 
 defire ſuch good things at the Hands-of God,' to' which, . 


vv. 


as I have ſhewn, 'a Set-Farm of {Prayer conducerh very 


much : - And-then Secondly, Tt is:requixed. alſo that we 
' truſt and-depend upon God. for his granting- of them, ace 
' cording to the Promiſes which he..hath made 'unto us in 


Jeſus Chrift our Lord.” And 1 verily believe that one 


great Reaſon why Men ,pray.ſp often to no pyrpoſe, is, , 


becauſe _rthey .do not.take this,cqurſe: - Byt 'when they 


: have done their Prayers, .they haye done.with them, and 
concern themſelves no 'more about them, then asif they 


; kad never prayed at all, 


| But how can ye expect that 


i © 4 
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God ſhould: Anſwer our Prayers, when we 'onr-ſelves:Ja 
not mind whether he Anſwer them or: no2: Nor believe 
and truſt npon him for it 2 For certainly: truſting. on-God,, 
as it is one of the higheſt: A&s of Religion that: we can. 
perform; ſo: it is that: which gives Eife and /Vigour, Ver-- 
tue and Efhcacy to our Prayers,. without which: we have 
no ground at all toexpe& they, ſhould 'be Anſwered, For- 
God having Promiſed to. Anſwer our Prayers, except we 
truſt on-him for: his Performance of ſuch. Promilſes,. we Tofe 
the benefit of them;, and:/by conſequence our: Prayerstoo.. 
And therefore as ever we deſirethat he ſhould:grant us what: 
we pray. for,, when we have direded our Prayers to him, we 
mult (ti! /ook:np, Pfal, 5. 3; expetting and: hoping: forthe: 
return of them: | nl 

Now as this is athing of greater Conſequence, ſo a Set-- 
Form of Prayer.is a-greater helpto usin-it; then: jt-is- com» 
monly thoughr: ny, 5:5 Eor: if. we-hear: another utter. a. 
Prayer. ex. tempore,. which he-never- ſaid, nor” we heard: 
before, nor:ever ſhall do-it again; it ismuch if he himſelf. 
can-remember the tenth part of what he ſaid; How much. 
leſs can we that heard him do it 2: And- if we cannot poſ- 
. fibly-remember.what we prayed for, how 1is- it- poſſible forx- 
_ us toexpettiitatthe Hands.of God ?» Or to depend upon: 
him forit?- Butnow.it is quite otherwiſe when we uſe-a 
Set-Form of Prayer, For by this- means when: we have 

| prayed; wecanrecollet ourſelves, look over our Prayers. 
again, cither-ina Book; . or in our: Minds, wherethey are Im- 
Ptinted 5. Wecan conſider diſtintly what: we. have-asked. 
at the Hands of Gad,; and ſo. aftour faith and confidence.on: 
him,. for the granting every. Petition we have put up unto» 
him, according-to- the Promiſes which he. hath made us-to- 

that purpoſe. And as this is the ſureſt way. whereby to ob- 
tain what we pray for, it: muſt needs be the molt Edifying. 
Way, of. praying that we caa poſlibly, uſe. 


Theſe- 


& 


* of the Common Prayer; an 


: Theſe things being duely weighed, I ſhall now take it for 
, granted, That the uling a Form in general inthe Publick 
Worſhip of God is Agreeable :to.this Apoſtolical Rule, 
Let all. things be. done to Edifying; Ando ſhall proceed 
.to ſhew that-chat form -in particular -which 'oue {Church 
hath appointed-to_be_uſed .upon -ſuch :Occafions, is ſp 
too, Þ or . which end it -is -not;neceſſary.that I ſhould 
(run. through: every: particular word, -phraſe, or. expreſſion 
in the. 'Common Prayer, much leſs. that I ſhould -vindicate 
.and defendit fromevery little. exception, :that-Ignorance 
. or Malice may make againſt ſomething in it. For nothing 
. ever, yet was or can be. faid or written, : but; ſomethin 
' or other m1iy be ſaid or written againſt ir, either well or ill. 
But my buſineſs muſt be, to prave, That the Form. of Dj- 
- vine Service, .contained in the Book, of Commons . Prayer, 
- which is now uſed inthe,'Church of, Exgland, conduceth 
fo much to-the Edifying thoſe that uſe it, that -3t agrees ex- 
 a&ly-to the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in that 
' caſe. And -this EI ſhall demonſtrate ;: from four Heads; 
7. -From the Language. .2. From the Matter or Subſtance of 
'#t, 3..From the Method. And 4. From the Manner ,of Per- 
Forming it. For if it be Edifying in all cheſe Reſpeſts,it muſt 
"needs be acknowledged tro be ſoin the whole. There being 
©” nothing in it. bur what may be reduced to. ſome of theſe 
Alda. - i 4 


Firſt, therefore as. to the 'Laygnage, you all know 
that the whole Service is Performed in_Engliſh, the Vul- 
garand Commoa Language of the Nation, which every 
 aneunderſtands, and ſo may be, Zdified by it. And this 
indeed is the Ground and Foundation of all the benefit that 
we can poſſibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And 
"therefore in the. Church of Kome, the Common People 
are made uncapable of being E4dified by . the Prayers of 
.the Church, in that they are all made in Latine., a Lan- 
. guage which they do not underſtand, So that when they 
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gation. that, knows what 1s ſ4jd there, except the- Prieſt that 
reads.it ;, and oftentimes not he neither, By whica means. 


to be. ever edified by what. is there ſaidor_ done, except 


Text, but to the Deſign of this whole Chapter-. 


1s traly Common Prayer,., for it is. written- and. read in that 
Language which, is commoz to all: the- Congregations in, 
' the Kingdom, and toeyery Perſon in each Congregations 


every thingthat is .in jt, and*ſo, be joyntly Edified by.it. 2. 
Eſpecially conſidering that it is not onlyalt in-Engliſh, but 
in common and -plain_ Engliſh; fach as we uſe in our com». 
mon diſcourſe with ,one another. There. are no unuſual 
or abſolete words, no hard or nncouth- Phraſes in it, but. 
every thing -is expreſfed as. clearly and plainly. as words 
cando it : ſothat the meanelt perſon in the Congregatioa 
that underſtands but his Mothers Tongue, may be_Edifed 
by it, a8w-ll as the greateſt Scholar, | 

- But that which is chicfly to be confiderediin the Lan-.. 
| guage of the Commor Prayer, is, that- it is- not-only come 
' #10p but proper too, Fhough the words there uſed -be 
all but comapn., words, yet: they are (o-uſed that-they, 
properly expreſs the things that are deſigned. by them. 
This 1 confeſs may ſeem to be no-great-matter at firſt ſight, 
yet it is. that without - which we might be {ubyerted by 
that. which wes intended for our Ediftcation.. For Impro- 
| piety of Speech 1n matters of Religion; hath p.vea oc- 
|  Safigg. to allror molt of the Schiſms, Errors and Here (ies 


Tweet to Worſhip God, there are ſeldom any, in the Congre®. 


they have na. ſuch thing really. amongſR-them as. Common. 
Prayer, Neither. is.it poſſible for: the Common. People. 


they. could be once convinced by it- of the horrible abuſe. 
which their Church. puts upon}, them, 1a commanding all. 
her Publick Devotions te. be performed in anunknown. 
Tongue, diretly, contrary. not only to-the-Rule in my. 


But bleſſed be God for it, it is not. fo with us. For ours . 


So that all the People. of the .Land; whatſoever -rank. or - 
condition they. are of; may. joyn together-in the uſe of - 


——_ — 
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,build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt holy Faith; So thae- 
conſidering, the plainne(s aad' perſpicuity--, the ſoundneſs: 


| Matter exprelled by thoſe words... For there is nothing 4m | 


. neceſJary-for our Edification. . There are no-ſuch Fabke : 
. 10. jt, or exaleſs.. Geneglogies :,  which':, as.the-Apoſtie 
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of the Cammon Prayer... 13. 


that ever infeſted this or any other Church 3 as might&- 
ealily be: demonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave Timothy” 
A Form of ſound words, and' charged* him: to+ hold it 
faſt, Hold bs faith he, the Form: of found. words which 
thou. haſt heard of. me, 2. Tim, 1. 1g; As knowing: that 
Except. the. wards. whereby. he uſually. expreſſed: Divine: 
Truths, were: ſound; and 'proper;,, it would: be impoſhible: 
for his. Notions: and” Opinions of the-things themſelves to» 
be ſo, And.certainly, if ever there was 4 Form of: Sound 
Words ,. campoſcd by. men fince- the Apoſtles times, our 
Common: Prayer, may- juſtly. deſerve- that: Fitle-. It being 
all made up ef ſuch fit and proper;. ſach ſound'and whole 
ſome words, that if we do but hold faſt:to them, there is. 
no fear of our falling; either into Herefy or Schiſme. . Fer - 
they,. being duly confidered..,. wilt ſaggeſt-to-our: minds 
right :and-true. Apprehenfions of. all'the-- Articles of our - 
Chriſtian Religion 3: and ſo not. only make us ſound, but - 


and . propriety. of Speech: which 1s-uſed-iin-it-, .the: leaſt: 
that can be ſaid -of. the..Common: Prayer*, is-that all things. 
in it are ſo worded, as is moſtfor. the edifyivg-of all: thole: 


And as the words in the Common: Prayer are all as edi- | 
fying as words can. be, fo, in the. Second-place-, . Is the- 


It, but. what is neceſlaty for -our .Edification, and alF things - | 
that .are or can-he for our Edification- are- plainly in ite. | 
Firſt, I ſay, there.is nothing, in: our-Liturgy- bur: what'is ; 


faith , Adiniſter queſtions :, rather + thas: Godly \ Ed;ſyings 
which 3s in. faith, 1.Tim, 1.. 4. There are none of thoſe 
vain. Diſputations and..impertinent C6ntroverfies,.. which 
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ſturba ace. rather. then. its Edification. There are no New 

Opinions, nar Airy Speculations in it, which ſerve only 
to tickle Mensears and pleaſe their fancies, and -ſo divert 
their thoughts from -what they are about. 'Look it all 
over without prejudice and.partiality , conſider ſeriouſly 
every thing that is.in jt, and, you willfind nothing afferted 
hut what isconſonantto Gods Word, nothing prayed far 
but according, to. his Promiſe, nothing required asaduty, 
but what's agreeableto, his Commands , 'nothing ſaid or 
done, but what is grave andſober, ſolemn'andſubſtantial '; 
nothing but what becomes, the , Worſhip of our, Great and 
Alwighty-Creator, And therefore nothing but what we 
may ſome way or other be edified by. 

And as there is nothing 18 it, but what 1s.Edifying, ſo all 
things that are or can beEdifying are init. Fornothing can 
beneceſlary to Edifie, agd makeusſplid and perfe& Chriſti- 
ans elſe, but what is neceſlary either to be believed or dene,or 
obtained by us. But there 1s nothing neceſſary to be krown or 
belicued, but we are taught it 3 nothing neceſſary to be dove, 

-but weare en joynedit 3 nothing neceſſary to be obtained 
but we ,pray for jt ,in our Publick .Form of Divine 
Service. 

For firſt, As to thoſe, things which are necefſary to be 
:Rnown ar believed, it 1s acknowledged by all Proteſtants 
that they arefully contained in the , Holy Scriptures, which 
- make a. great, if not the greateſt part of our” Divine Ser- 
vice 5 and are conſtantly read over, the Pſalms onceevye- 
xy Month, the Old ,Tecſtament once, and theNew thrice 
EV-Ty. Year. 'And all the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
. tian Faith, Tevealed in the Holy Scriptures, being briefly 
: ſummed .up in the Apoſtles Creed, that we may be ſure 
. £0 "keep ,them always in our Mindes, we have,thac 
Creed Tread and repeated, always once, and moſt com- 
monly, twice every day in the year. And ſeeing the God- 
&> m1 yon of our: Bleſſed, Saviour, the Foundation of vur whole 
Religion, hath been, and ſtill is degied by ſome, leſt 
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we ſhould be led away with the Error of the Wicked, every 
Sunday and Hblyday wereade the Niceze Creed;wherein th 
God-headbothof the San and Holy Ghoſt is aflerted and 
explained; And that: we may notentertain any Erroneous 
Opinions concerningthe moſt: Holy Trinity, or the Incars- 
pation-:of the Son of God, but keepthe true 'Catholiole 
Faith whole and undefiled, upon certain days every year 
we read-that which is commonly called the Creed of $t. 4thas- 
»4ſiv7,. wherein thoſe great 'Myſteries are unfolded in the- 
_ __ and perſpicuous terms: that. they. are cas- 
gable of: | | 

And as all thingsneceſlary tobe believed are ſummarily 
contained in the Three Creeds, ſo they are frequently explain» 
edin the other parts of our Liturgy :* In ſo much that it- 
would be eafje to frame a compleat Body of Divinity.ont of- 
the words there uſed :: Art: leaſt: of all ſuch things as are: 
needful forany Man in the World to- believe. or. know, im: 
order to his Eternal Salvation... © J 

The- ſame may be ſaid alſo of all thoſe things; whieks: 
we ought 'to-do.. For as-we here do. whatſoever is: neceſs- 
fary to be done in order:to our Worſhipping of God in this: 
place, ſo we are here taught whatſoever is neceſſary to be- 
learatin order:toour ſerving: God in all other: places: Sa- 
that 'no-Man. that frequents our publick. Congregations, 
where the Common Prayer is: uſed,. can- ever: plead Tgna-- 
Tance of any: one duty whatſoever':: For if it be not his 
own: fault; he may. there. be . inſtructed in every things 
which he that made him-requires- of! him. : For- here; 'as- 
E obſerved before, we conſtantly reade the Holy.Scripture,, 
which, as the Apoſtle. ſaith;. 7* Profftable- for Do@rine, . 
for” Reproof ,. for: Correfdion, for- Inſirudion in Rightee- 
onſneſs,. that the Man of God. may. be perfe@#, throughly- 
zrſirutted unto: all good Works, 2: Tim: 3. 16; 17: Ant 
ſceingithath pleaſed the moſt High God'to Compriſe his 
whole Will, and by conſequence our duty, inthe Tex Come 
mandments,, hence. wercade. them conſtantly every Sun- 
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day and Holy-day throughout the whole year. By-whick 
meaygs ,gvery one that doth not wilfully ſhut his Eyes 
may -cleatly ſee and fully underſtand his whole duty both 
to God and Man,  :Eſpecially conſidering that in the Pray- 
ers themfelves alſo there 4s frequent mention made of 
all thoſe ,Vices which.ought to be avoided, and of all thofe 
Good Works which onght tobe performed by us, So that 
wecan ,never .come to Church, ' :but weare till purin 
mind, ,both .of what we ought, and what we ought not ta 
do, that we may be faved, 7. fi Fu ne ZH OAT, 
- And then as there-ivnothing neceſſary tqbe kown or 
done, butwe are taught it 3 ſo neither'ts there any thing 
neceſlaryto.be' obtained to make us either holy or happy, 
but we pray for it in the Common Prayer. For here we 
havethe Lords ,Prayer, *a Prayer compoſed by Wifdom it 
felf; \and,therefore-it muſt needs be'the moſt © perfe& and 
divice Prayer that was ever wade, ”. Neither do we: uſe it 
pnly.once; , but in every giſtin& Service of the Church, in 
our Prayers before we: reade the Holy Scriptures : And in 
our Prayers after: Towardsthe end of the [Litany,' andin 
the beginning .of the Communion Service, ' and inevery 
Office of the .Church beſides.” And the reaſon is, becauſe 
although” cyr-Saviour hath not forbidden us touſe any 0- 
ther Prayers, * yet.he hath expreſſly commanded us to ſay 
his, whenſoever we pray: ' And: therefote in obedience 
to his'6mmang:, our Church” hath: wiſely ordered,” * That 
Inall and every Solemn Addreſs that we make tothe moſt 
high God, we always ſay. this Prayer ,'leaſt otherwiſe 
by our tranſgreſlion of his Command,” in omitting this, we 
makegll.qur other Prayers to be ineffe&ual: *And beſides, 
by ther conſtant [uſe of this amongſt our other-Prayers, we 
are always ſure xouſe one Prayer ,* both abſolately per- 
fe in its ſelf, 'and moſt acceptable unto him; to-whom 
we pray 5.it being a Prayer 'of his own Compoſure* + So 
that weſpeak unto God in his own words, and fo may be 
,confident that we ask nothing of him, but exatly according 
dion Wilk GS - --> =" Ond 


by our own experience, how difficult it is to keep our 


*of the Common Prayer; 7 
| And-thongh all things neceſſary for us, be vertually 
contained in the Lords Prayer , yet our Church in Con+s 
formity tothe Catholick and Apaſtolical , hath thought 
good toadd ſome other Prayers in which the fame things 


are more particularly expreſſed and: defiredatthe Hands 
of our great and moſt Bountiful Benefaftor. 


us, but we pray againft it 5 nothing good or uſeful; but 
we pray forit, There is no Vice or Lug, but we defire 
It may be ſubdued under us; no Grace or Vertue, but 
we pray jt may be planted and grow in us, In ſo wych 
that if we do but conſfantly and {incerely pray over all 
thoſe Ptayers, "and ſtedfaſtly believe and truſt in God for 
his Anſwering of them, and (o abtain what we there pray 
for; we cahnot but beas real and true ;Saints, as bapp! 


atid bleſſed Creatures, ' as 'it'is' poſſible for,us10,be in this 


.World,-' Neither'do we here pray for quriſelyes only, byte 
accarding to: the Apoſtles Advice; * ws make Supplicati= 
ons," Prayers, ' Interceſſions, © and:giving of Thauky i fap. all 
Men 5: yea, for our very Enemjes”,” as. Our Saviour hath 
commanded us, Mat: 5.7 44** And what ean bedelfired 
more than all this, to make the Matter' of the Commen 
Prayer Edifyiog either to our ſelves or others? Nothing 
—y but truth . and: fincerity :of. Heart in the uſing 
of it. OOCE SI EF. 4 fer; $298 Fad i 

I cannot paſs from this Head, before 1 have obſerved 
one thing more unto you, concerning the Prayers in ges 
neral, and that js, Thatthey are not carried. on-in one con+ 
taued Diſcourſe,” but divided into many: ſhort: Prayers 
or Colledts, ſuch as that is which our Lord: himſelf, Com- 
poſed; and that might be one Reaſon; wherefore our 
Church ſoordered it, that ſo ſhe :might follow our Lords 
Example in it, 'who-heſt knew what kind of Prayers were 
fitteſt for us to uſe. .- And igadeed we cannot but all find 
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are fo contrived, that there is nothing evil or hurtful for, 
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ſo great things as the obje& and ſabje&s of our Prayers arez 
bur do what wecan we are {ill liable to diſtraftions : . So. 


that there is a kind of neceſlity to break off ſometimes, to 
give our ſelves a breathing time, that our thoughts being 
Iooſned for a while, they may with more eaſe, and lefs dan- 
gerof diſtraftion, be tyed up again, | asitis neceffary they 
ſhould be all the while that we are actually Praying to the 
Supream Being of the World. # 
Beſides that, in order to the Performing our Devotions 
aright to the moſt High Gad 3 it is neceſſary that our Souls 
be peſl:fſed all along with due apprehenfions of his great= 
meſs and glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort Prayers con- 
tribute very much: for every one of them beginning with 
ſome of the Properties or Perfettions of God, and ſo ſug- 
_ geſting to our Minds right apprehenfions of him atfirſt, ir 
is eaſte to preſerve them in our Minds during the ſpace of 
a ſhort Prayer, which in a Jong one would be apt to ſcatter 


and vaniſh away, 


| But that which I look upon as one of the principal Rea- 


Tons, why our publick Devotions are and ſhould be di-. 
vided into ſhort Collefts, isthis, Oar Bleſſed Saviour, we 
know, hathoften told us, That whatſoeyer we ask 1a his 
Name, we ſhall receive : And ſohath direfted us in all our 
Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but 
Upon the account of his Vierit and Mediation forus : upon. 
Whictall our hopes and expedations from God do wholly 
and folely depend. Hence therefore( as it always was, {o ) 
it cannot but be judged neceſſary, that the Name of 
Chriſt be frequently inſerted in our Prayers,that ſo we may 
lift up eurhearts unto him, and AQ our Faith upoa him for 
our obtaining the good things. we pray for. And ſo we 


ſee it is in the Common Prayer, for whatſoever it 1s we Ask 


of Gad , 'we preſently add , Through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, or ſomething to that purpeſe. And ſo Ask no- 
nd ardins to our Lotds DircCtion, even in his 
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| but the. Excellency of it all along. For which purpoſe Þ 


God; every one of which hath lift up his Heart privately 
Performance of ſo great a Work, andſo are all now read; 
Devotions unto God in his own words. ' And: they are ab 
ſuch Sentences as put us in mind of our fins agaiaſt hin 


ſo we may preſent and carry our (elves with-that Reve 
» Fence and Godly Fear before 
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ſhort; for take away the Concluſion of every Colle# or - 
Prayer, In the Name of Chriſt, and you may joyn them all 
together, and makethem but as one continued Prayer] Bux 
this would be to offer manifeſt violence to the Prayers, by 
taking away that which gives them all their force znd 
energy, and ſo making them ineffefual to the purpoſca 
for which they -are uſed. For certainly the Asking all 
things in the Name of Chriſt, as we do in the Common . 
Prayer, is the only way whereby to obtain what we defirg 
and by conſequence the moſt Edifying Way of Praying ig 
the World. Fenn | "IR Fo owl 


Thenext thing to be Conſidered in the Common Prayerg 
is the Mcthod, which is admirable, and as Edifying, if 
poſſible, as the AZatter it (elf, This none can deny that 
doth but fully vaderſtand, and ſeriouſly conſider of its; 
Which therefore that you may all do, I ſhall briefly:rum 
through the whole, and give you what light I can inte 
it, that you may clearly ſee not only the Reaſonableaeſs 


ſhall inſtance only in ſuch things which offer themſelves at 
fHcſt fight, to any one that doth but caſt his Eye: ups 
Me Or ff ng | Gon 2 #6 37,0 pf 
Let ns therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober and 
devout Chriſtians, (uch as we' all ſhould'be, met toge 
ther to perform their Publick Devorions to Almighty 
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nato him already, imploring his Aid'and Afliſtance 'ia. thi 


to ſetabout it.” The firſt thing we do, is to reade ſom 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, that fo we may* begin ou 


and of his Promiſe to pardon themif we do repent's Tha 
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who are ſenſible of their own. viteneſ(s and' unworthineſs: 

to approach ſo. great a Majeſty 3, And hkewife with that 

Faita and humble Confidence, which. becometh. thoſg 

who believe that he upon. ayr Repentance will. pardon our 
Has, and accept both. onr Perſons and Performances , 
according ta. the Promiſes. which, he bath, made unto, 
Us. : - 

___ Thenfollows a grave Zxhortation, concerning the End af- 

. Our preſent Aſſembling. which is of great uſe, and Qught ne-. 

| ver to be omitted, For Men genegally are apt torulh into, 

the Preſence of God; without ever conſidering what they: 

| £0 about. Whereas; this. #xhortation. puts: us. upon: con=. 

| fidering the: greatneſs of the Work which we arenow en-. 

_ | gaged 1n, and. fo. upon, compoſing our thoughts and pre-. 

- | paring:our ſelves for. the due-performance of it, 

| Qur, Minds. heing: thus. brought into a right frame and; 

| Eemper for-it, weall,, both Miniſter. and People, proſtrate- : 

; our fel ves. before the molt, High.God,. confelſing upon _ _— 

| Knees. the- manifo!d* fins and: wickedneſs that we. have- ; 

committed: againſt him.. Which Coxfeſſzon is ſo.contrived, 

<hat all and every Pcrſan. in any Congregation whatſoever: 

; may joyn.in its. For it runs in- general terms, And. yet 

Fo too, that every. particular Perſon. may and ought in, 

Sis own. Mind to: confeſs. and, acknowledge his own fins: , 

_ (which he knows himſelf. to, be guilty of, As where we 

ay ,. We have left: undone thoſe things which we qught. ta 
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\h.ve: done, and. we hwe dove thoſe things. which we. ; 
mg ht net. ta have: done. At the.faying. of this, every. one. : 
ould call: his awa fias to. remembrance, what Duties. he. \& 


"knows himſelf: to. have omitted, and what: Vices he knows. x 
imſelf to have committed, and.confeſs. them accordingly. - 9 
pnto God, and: when. we have thus confeſſed;our. fins to 
Bod, we preſently implore his Mercy inthe pardon of them, 
ind his Grace, that. for, the future we. may, farſake: 
| EM... 
Aud:;whilG:we are thys ppon our Kaees, nay _ 
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feſſing and bewailing our (ins before the. Lord onr. God; 
the Miniſter ſtands up, and in the. Name- of God, de- 
clares and pronounceth. to all: thoſe- who, rruly. repent, 
and unfeignedly belicye. his. Goſpeh,, The Abſolution and! 
Remiſſion of all their- ſins.. Which though. ſpoken. alſo» 
4a general: terms,. yet every particular Perſon there pre-- 
fent, ought to. apply it to, himſelf; ſo. as tobe fully pers. 
fwaded' in his own, mind; that: if he- doth but ſincerely 
repent and-belieys the Goſpel, he is perfeCtly abſoived: 
from all his fins by: God himſelf; according to the Pro- 
_—_ which he hath, made to. Mankind in Jeſus Chrit our 
Lord. 

And now: looking upon: our ſelves as abſolved from our- 
fins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by- 
conſequence as reconciled: to God, we take the boldaes 
to, call'/him Father, humbly addreſſing: our. ſelves to. him. 
in that- Divine Form: of Prayer which.he himſelf hath gi= 
ven us. Which. done, we lift up: our. hearts. and voices: 
unto God; for- his Aſſiſtance: of us-in. what we do, in the: 
words: of David, the Miniſter. crying: out;. 0 Lord. opere: 
thou our Lips, andthe People- Anſwering, And our- Mouth 
ſhall ſhew- forth thy: Praiſe.. The Miniſter. again:, 0 God! 
make ſpeed. to ſave: ns, the People, 0: Lord. make haſt to. 
felpns;. And: then, immediately we all lift up our. Bodies. 
too, ſtand: upon-our Feet.,. and. fo put: our: ſelves. into a: 
poſture- of Praifing- and: Magaifying. the Eternal God, 
Father, Son, and. holy. Ghoſt,. for. his infinite. Goodnels: 
and! Mercy towards us., for which. purpoſe: the Miniſter- 
firſt- ſaith or fings the- Gloria:- Patri., Glory. be to the: 
Father, and to the Son, and. t0-the Holy, Ghoſt,, and the: 
People to-ſhew- their. Conſent, anſwer, Ar 2t was in. the 
Beginning ,. 35 10m, and. ever. ſball. be, world. without 
end; Amen, But: not thinking. this. to. be . enough,. the- 


/ Miniſter oalls upon:the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye 


3 
y” 


#he Lord; and the People: anſwer. , the Lords Neme bo- 
Zraiſed, and then, we go gn to praiſe_bim gogether, ſays 
; OG - wg 
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Rag or flnging the 95. Plalme, Yerite exultemus Domino, 
O come let us ſing unto the Lord, let ns heartily rejoyce 
zn the ſtrength of. our Salvation, &c. and lo proceed to the 
Pſalms appointed forthe day. After every one of which, 
x0 teſtifie our Belief in the moſt Sacred Trinity, and our 
acknowledgement of that infiniteLoye andGoodneſs, which 
every gue of thoſe Divine Perſons hath manifeſted to us, 
we repeat that incomparable Hymn, Glory be to the Fas 
ther, &C. | | = | 
Our Hearts being thus Raiſed up to God in Praifing and 
Admiring of him, weare now in afit temper and difpoſi- 
*tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us,' And therefore 
Have a Chapter read out of the 01/4 Teſtament; and that 
-3n its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holydays, 
'when more People attending the Publick Worſhip of God 
thag can conveniently come upon other days, we read 
; ſome ſele& Chapter proper for the day, and ſuch as 1s 
"gudged moſt cdifying ro all that are there preſent. And ha-- 
'ving thus heard God (peaking unto us in his holy Word, we * 
preſently fall upan Praiſing of him 'again, for ſo unſpeak- 
able a mercy, ' ſaying, or ſinging, in the Morning, the 
- Te Dewz, ane of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns 
' that wacever Compoſed by Menz Orelſe "the Song of the 
- three Children, which is nothiog but a Paraphraſe upon 
that which David ſang fo often upon Earth,” and which the 
: Holy Angels ſing continually in' Heaven, even Hallelujah, 
' Praiſe ze the Lord,” 'Wherein we being all ſenſible how far 
\ ſhort we cur ſelyes come of Praifing God ſufficiently, we 
call upon all the Creaturesin the World to do it, Bleſs ze 
. he Lord, praiſe him and magnifie him forever, Ja the After- 
noon we ling either the Magnificat,” or elſe the 98, Pſalm, 
>oth whichbeing-taken out of Gods own Word, : cannot but 
:Þe very pleaſing and acceptableuntohim. © - © | 
=. After- this our Souls being got upon the Wing again. / 
and ſoaring aloft in the Contemplation of the Divine Per- 
; enim, we are gow ghtly qualified to hear and peceiys 
WY” of 3 9 . 6s wa. ks ele Mt Lf - the 
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the Sublime Myſteries of the.Gofpel, . And therefore have 
a' Chapter read to us out of the New Teſtament. After 
which we being revived with the good Tydings' of 
the Goſpel, and filled with admiration at the infinite 
Goodneſs of God therein revealed to us, we break forth 
again in Praiſing and Adoring of. him, in the Song of* 
Zacharias, or elſe the 100 Pſalm in the Morning, and. 
at Evening , either the 67 P/a/zs, or elſe the Song. 
of Old Simeon , til] Concluding with the Gloria. 
Pairt 
Now having [thus heard ſome part ofthe Word of Godt 
read to us and expreſſed our thankfalneſs unto him for it,, | 
to ſignifie our Aſlent, not oaly to what we have heard, | 
but tothe whole Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice | 
Repeat the Apoſtles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance 
of it is contained. And fo profeſs our ſelves to con 
tinue in the Number of Chriſts Diſciples, and that as 
we were at firſt Baptized, fo we ſtill believe in the }/ 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed | 
| 


for evermore. ; Pi: i 
' Hitherta we have been moſtly taken up with Confeſſing 
our fins to God, 1mploring his Mercy in the Pardon of | 
them, hearinghis moſt Holy Word, acknowledging his | 
Coodneſs to us, and praiftng and magnifying his Name. for | 
it. By which meays, except we have been extreamly | 
wanting to our felves,. our Hearts cannot but be ſo u- | 
nited and fixed upon God, that we are now rightly dif=; | 
| Poſed to make known our Wants and preſent our Peti-- | 
tions before him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet: | 
upon, But ſeeing that neither Miniſter nor People can- | 
poſſibly do it aright without the Afiſtance of God himſelf,” | . 
therefore eachof them firſt pray for his ſpecial Preſence- | 
with the other. The one ſaying, The Loyd be- with, you,.. | 
the other, 414 with thy Spirit. And then immediately” | | 
Falling down upon our Knees, we Adore a1d Supplicate | |; 
ach Perſon of the molt Bleſled Trinity to have merey | | 
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npon ys, Lord have mercy upon us, Chriſt have mercy upon. us}. 
Ford have mercy upon ys, After which we Addreſs our (elves 
xt6 God inthe words that hehath put into Qur Mouths, fay- 
ing the Lords Prayer , which ended, the Miniſter and People 
wy 3pros lift up their Heartsro:Godinfome ſhort and hea- 
'venly Ejaculations,' ſtriving as'it were to outvy each ather 
in prevailing with the Almighty to pour down þjs Blefſiogs 
upon us: © And then id an humble and ſolgnn manner we 
Joyti togetfer in fapplicating -his Diving Majeſty Fax his 
Grace and Favour, his Defence and Proteftion, his Mercy 
'and'Blefiing for our felves, for the King; far the. Royal Fa- 
, mily, for his Church, 'and for all Mankind, i 'And this' we 
do ardinarily*in' the Colleds appointed for'thar+ pur- 
 Poſe;*-Byt'tipon Wedneſdays and Fridays, '' (upon which 
; days the Primitive Church uſedto. perform morethantheir 
| area Devotions Y-as alſo upon-tae Lords day 'in-the 
- Morning) we ds itin the Zitary, and-in ſuch a Litany as 
£omprebends* all and;+eyery thing that we | can (ever 
'aced ro defirs of lmighty God, either. for ogr ſelves or 
7 THIEN pon tr be 4 eo, 5 
(3 ee, this upon -Sundays and Holydays we proceed ta. 
the Communion Service: * And therefore approaching to 
: the” Lords, Table; we begin it. with his. awn Prayer, 
. - And*after -an6ther ſhort Prayer to-God to: cleanſe the 
; thoeghts of qur Heatt bythelnſpiration of his. Haly. Spirit 
we read the, Tex Commandments. which he hath enjoyned 
- Us to Gbferye 5; and after every- Commandment we ask 
; God Mercy for iour Tranſgreſfions gtheregf far the time 
/ paſt, atd'gract to keep the .fame for the time to: come-3 
Nying, Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our Hearts 19 
" keep = And then after a: Prayer- for the - King 
and the Colle&t for the day. , we-read the Epiftfe. an 
| -Goſpel, that is} moſt- commonly-a' ſhort Paragraph taken 
 * ont. of *the Canonical - Epiſtles', -and another out.of one of 
| the Holy Goſpels, which was the Ancient, Way of Reade 
ug the Scripture, before it was divided. into Chapters. 
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And we do it now to prepare us the better for the Com. 
munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein reveal- 
ed to us. But ſeeing we neither do nor can read oyer 
the whole , we repeat the- ſubſtance of it in the Azcene 
Creed, which it is very neceflary we ſhould do at this 
time, that ſo we may demonſtrate our ſelves to be Chr 
ſtians, and ſo capable of receiving the moſt holy Come 
munion. 
He that all this while hath employed himſelf as he 
ought to do in the ſervice of our Church, cannot bur 
find himſelf ſtrangely edified by it. Yet howſoever, that 
nothing may be wanting that may any way conduce to 
our edification , after the Nzcenc Creed, our Church 
hath appointed. a Szr-moz tobe preached, which if found, 
plain, and praQtical, as it ought to be, cannot but be 
very edifying too. , | | pd 
And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edified, 
as to be raiſed up to the higlieſt pitch of Devotion that 
we canarrive at it this World, and ſoare fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper. And therefore we now be» 


' take our ſelves to it. But that we may. not appear - be. 


fore our Lord empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to 

ious and charitable uſes; teſtifying thereby our acknows- 
edgment of his goodneſs to us., and that we have no- 
thing but what we receive from tim, And to excite and 
encourage ns to do this, all the while that we are offer- 


' ing, we have ſome ſele ſentences of Scripture read to 


us, wherein God either commands us to be ' charitable, 


'or elſe promiſeth a bleſſing to thoſe that areſo. And then 


we pray for Chriſts whole Church Militant here on earth, 
whereby we profeſs our ſelves to be real Members of it, 
nd deſirous to hold communion with it in Chriſts My- 


ſtical Body and Blood. And ſo we proceed to the Celebra- 
tion of it - in which the Merhodis fo clear, ſo apparently 
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edifying, that I need not ſay any thing of ir. But fhall 
only obſerve two things in general concerning it, 

Firſt , That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, being 
the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as repreſenting 
the death of the Son of God'to us, hence that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtered, was always made and re- 
puted the higheſt place in the Church. And therefore 
alſo it was wont to be ſeparated from the reſt of the 
Church by a Skreen or Partition of Network in Latine 
Cancelli, and that ſo generally, that from thence the 
place its ſelf is called the Chance/l. That this was - anci- 


ently obſerved in the building of all conſiderable Churches 


(for I ſpeak not of private Oratories or Chappels). with- 


in few Centuries after the Apoitles themſelves, even. in. 


the days of Conſtantine the Great , as. well as in all Ages 
fince, I could eafily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
times. But having purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, 
I am loath to trouble you, 'with, it now. But I mention 
it at preſent , only. becauſe ſome perhaps may wonder 
why this ſhould be obſerved in our Church , rather then 
in all the other Churches which have been Jately built in 
this City. Whereas they ſhould rather wonder why it 
was not obſerved in all other as we!las this. For beſides 
our Obligations: to conform as much as may be to the 
practice of the Univerſal Church, and to avoid novelty 
and ſingularity in all things relating to the Worſhip of 
God ; it cannot be eaſily imagined that the Catholick 


Church in all, Ages and places for 13 or. :4c0 years toge- 
ther, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom as this, except there 


were great reaſons tor it. | 
What they were , it is not neceſſary for us to enquire 
now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve ar preſent that the 
Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches , was always looked 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies in the Templ 
which, you know , was ſeparated from the Sandtiiary or 
Body of the Temple , by the Command of God himſelf. 
| And 
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And that this place being appropriated to the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as may 
be moſt convenient for thole who are to partake of that 
Blefſed Ordinance. Burt it muſt needs be more convent- 
ent for thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt, 
and in him with one another ;, . in this holy.Sacrament , 


| to meet together , as one body, in one place ſeperated 


for that purpoſe, than to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they 
would be; ſome in'one and ſome in another part of the 
Church. Or in ſhort, it is mach better for the place to 
be ſeparate, than the people. _ _ 
Furthermore , It is not qnly convenient , but in ſome 
ſenſe necellary , for every Communicant to obſerve and 
take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament, as 
the Breaking of the Bread, and the CORY both 
that-and the Wine, to repreſent his Death, the breaking of 
his Body,and the ſhedding of his Blood for our fins ; that fo 
our hearts may be the more affected with it , and by 
conſequence our Souls more edified by it. But this can- 
not be ſo well done, except there be a place ſet apart for 
it : where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion Table, and ſo behold what is there done at 
the Conſecration'of the Elements. Hence alſo itis, that 
the Seats there are and ought to be ſo ordered , that all 
that are in them may ſtill look that way, and contemplate 
upon their Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as 
Crucified for them. 
— Theother thing that I would obſerve unto you concern- 
ing the Holy Communion , is this , that our Church re- 
quireth, or atleaſt ſuppoſeth it to be Adminiſt ered eve- 
ry Lords-day , and every Holy day throughout the year, 


 asit was in the Primitive Church. For that. is the reaſon 


that the Common Service is appointed to be uſed upon 
all ſuch days, and to be rezdat the Communion Tab!e , 
thatfo the Miniſter may be there ready to Adminiſter it 
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cauſe alſo we ftandat the Creeds, for they being Confeſli 


unto-all that defire to partake of it: Which ſhews the 
great care that our Church hath of all her Members, thar 
they-might be edifieq and confirmed in the Faith. To 
which nothing contributes more then frequent Communi- 
on at our Lords Fable. Which if People could once be 
perſwaded to, they would ſoon find greater benefit by 
it, then 1 can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, 
imagine.. I ſhall ſay no more of it at preſent , but only 
this, That I am ſo ſenſible of what I now fay, that could 
I be ſure to have a ſufficient number of Communicants , 
I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter this Holy Sacra- 
ment every Lords day , both for their ſakes, and my. 
own too. _ | 


Thus I have given you-a ſhort Scheme of that excellent 
Method wherein our Divine Service is performed : which 
whoſoever rightly conſiders , will need no other Argu- 
ment to convince him, that it is acccrding to the 4 po- 
ſtles Rule, very Edifying indeed. The laſt thing to be 
conſidered in it, is the Manner of its Performance ; by 
which I mean only the ſeveral poſtures of the Body ; as 
ſtanding, and Fneeling, which are uſed in it; for they 
alſo are done to edify:ng. gs 

While we ſay or fing the Bymns and Pſalms to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God, we hand 4p, not only to figni- 
fie, but-to excite the Elevation of our minds at that time. 
For as on the one hand, if our Souls be really lift up in- 
the praiſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up 
themſelves to accompany them, as far as they can to- 
wards Heaven; ſo onthe other hand, the raiſing up of 
our bodies helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls tdo, 
by putting us in mind of that high and heavenly work 
we are now about, wherein according to our weak Capa- 
cities, we joyn With the Qpire -of Heaven in praiſing 
God now , as we hope to do it fer evermore. For this 
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ons of our Faith in God, as ſuch, they come under the 
proper Notion of Hymns or Sengsof praiſe to him. All 
our praiſing-God being really nothing elſe but our Con- 
feſſing and acknowledging him-to be what he is in himſelf 
and to us. And befides that, by our fanding both at the 
Creeds and Goſpels, we ſignifie our aſſent unto them,and 
our readineſs. to defend them,-to the utmoſt of our power 
againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. And as for the Goſpe/s 
particularly , they contain the very\Ads which our Lord 


_ did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was up-- 


on Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him to be our- 
Eord and Maſter, cannot ſurely but fland up, when we: 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious 
words which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth, 

"And as when we praiſe God, weraiſe up our ſelves as- 
high as we can towards Heaven, fo when we pray unto- 
tim, we fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, 
not daring to-preſent our ſupplications to the abſolute: _ 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways then »posn- 
our knees. Which is ſo proper, ſo natural a poſtureof Sup-. 
plicants, that if all men would but duly conſider what they 
do wherr they pray to Almighty Ged, the Church need: 
never have commanded them to 4ree/ at that time. ' For 
they could not chufe but do it :- No, not although the 
place where they are ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient 
for it. For we find our Bleſſed: Saviour himielf kneeling 
at his Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare ground, Lute 
22. 4t, and St. Pautupon the Sea-ſhore, where he could: © 
have no other Cuſhion but Stones or Sand, As 21. 5.. 
How ſoever, To take offall thoſe little excuſes that men are- 
apt to make for themſelves in this caſe, the Seats in: this: 
Church are ſo diſpoled, and all things ſo prepared in them; 


_ that there can be no inconvenience at all in it, but rather 


all the convenienees for #eeling that can be deſired. And: 
therefore if any of you ſhall yet negleQ to knee}, while. 
the Prayers are read, they will give us too much. cauſe 
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to all their Religion inro queſtion, or to ſuſpe& they 
have none at all, For if they had, they durſt npt, they 
could not offer ſuch a manifeſt affront to the great Crea- 
tor of the World , as tocarry themſelves no otherwiſe 
while they pray tohim , than as if they were converſing 
with their fellow Creatures. But why do | fpeak of their 
praying unto God ? It is too-much to be feared they do 
not pray at all, nor come tothe Church for any better pur- 
poſe then only to ſee and be ſeen. Lam ſure they perform 
no Act. of External Worſhip or Adoration. unto God , 
nor ſhew him that reſpe&andreverence which isdue un- 
to him ; and ſo give very-;great offence to all pious and 
devout. Chriſtians. : -- [26 hn bee nt 
Whereas if all and every perſon in the Congregation, 
would always be upon their &zees, while they put up 
their petitions to the moſt high God, what a mighty ad- 
vantage would this be -, not only to every, one in parti- 
cular, but to. the whole Conzregation 1n general ? For as 
every one would by this means keep his heart more ſted- 
faſt in the true fear and dread of God , and likewiſe more 
certainly obtain the good things he prays for ,, -as the Fg» 
thers frequently; aſſert : ſo the whole Congregation allo , 
would be very much ed:fied by it. For by this means we 
ſhould excite and inflame each others Devotions, confirm 
and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and convince both our 
ſelves and all that ſee us, 'that Religion is indeed a ſeri- 
ous thing ; and that we believe it to beſo, by our ſerving 
God with ſo much reverence and godly-fear, as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And thereforeas you tender the 
| loveof God, rhe credit of Religion , or the ſalvation of 
your own ſouls, I beſeech you all in the name of him that 
made you, that whenſoever you come hither to pray un- 
to him, you doit in that awful, lowly, and folema man- 
ner, which our Church commandeth, and as becometh 
creatures, when you ſpeak to your great and almighty 
Creator; that ſo you may give true Worſhip and honour 
unto 


I OE 


( 


/ WH: % JIN 1VoCT., 


unto'him, anJ alſo receive that benefit and edification of 

your ſelves, which he hath promiſed and you expect from 

your Publick Prayers. _ This being certainly the moſt Edt- 

ſying poſture that you can poſlibly uſe upon tfuch occa- 
10nSs. $ | 


From what wehave hitherto diſcourſed concerning the 
Language, the Matter , the Method, and the Manner of 
Performing Divine Service, as contained and prefcribed 
in the Book of Common Prayer, we may poſitively con- 
clude that it agrees exactly with: the-Rule:in my. Text, 
even that, Al}. 1hings in 11. are. done ta edifying « Which 
was the thing undertook tg prove. - 1 know that: many 
other Arguments might/be. brought :to ſhew the Excellen- 
cy and Ulſefulnets of the Common Prayer. But theſe al- 
ready produced are ſufficient to convince any. ſober and. 
conſidering Chriſtian of it; - Andif there be any here pre- 


 ſent-who are, not yet convinced by what they;have:heard 


of it , Idefire only, one thing of them, . and that is, That 
they would but make tryal'of it fora while. For 'my 
Charity prompts me to believe that all the Zeal that ſome 
expreſs-againlt theCommen Prayers and all-that indiffe- 
rency that is-in-others forit-, proceeds. only from their 
ignorance of what-it-is, or at leaftifrom their want of an 
experimental knowledg of it. For let any Man that ſeri- 
oully minds the Worſhip of God and the Salvation of his 
Soul before all things elſe, let ſuch a one, 1 ſay , ſet him- 
{elf in good earneſttouſe the Common Prayeras hs ought. 
todo for ſome conſiderable time, 'and | doubr'not/but that 
by the bleſſing of God, he will find that benefit and edi- 
fication by it, that his own experience ſhall convince him 
of all that [have now ſaid , more than all the Arguments - 
that I have, or any man in the World can ever produce 


to him. * .. Some perhaps may think this'to be a Paradox : 


But I donot queltion but tha: many. here preſent can at- 
teſt it upon their own knowleJg : Having found them- |, 
ſelves {þ 
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ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in the i 
Religion, more humbled for their ſins, ' more ſupported 
under their troubles, more inflamed with Love to God 
and deſires of Heaven, every way more Z4rfyed by the 
conſtant uſe of the Common Prayer, than they could e- 
ver have believed it poſſible to have been, except they 
had found it tobe ſo by their own experience. ' -' 


* Now theſe things being thus briefly confidered , I ſhafl 
obſerve only two things from them. The firſt is the ex- 
traordinary prudence as well as piety of our firſt Refor- 
mers, who firſt compiled the Book of Common Prayer, 
ſoexattly Conformable to the Word of God and that 
Apoſtolical Canon in my Text; which I cannot but a- 
{cribe to the ſame extraordinary aid and afliſtance from 
God, whereby they were afterwards enabled to ſuffer per- 
ſecution ,, yea Martyrdome'it ſelf for his ſake, and ſo to 
confirm what they -have- done with: their own Blood» 
which certainly: is'no ſmall commendation of it. - | 

The other thing I would obſerve unto you, is the rea- 
ſon, why the Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the 
Common Prayer, ever fince it was firſ made. For the 
more edzfying it is toGods People, the more deſtructive 
r muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdom. And therefore 
it is no wonder that he hath all along employed the utmoſt 
of his power and policy to blaſt its Reputation; and ſo 
to diſcourage and diſſwade Men from the uſe of it. And 
by the perruſſion of God for the puniſhment of this-un- 
. gratefu! Nation, he hath ſo far prevailed'in his defign , 
that the Liturgy hath been twice caſt out of the Church, 
ſince it was firſt brought into it , once in the Reign of 
Queen Mary, and then again in the days of King Charles 
the firſt. | | 

In the Reign of Queen Mary, you all know, whowere 
his Inſtruments in the doing of it , even-the Papsſis, For 
they cleerly and truly fore-ſaw, that their Erroneous O- . 
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pinions could never be believed , nor their ſuperſtitious 
Practices obſerved in the Nation , ſo long as the Common 
Prayer was uſed. Foraſmuch as there is nothing in that 
but what is ſound and agreeable to the Doarine of the 
Goſpel,and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which 
the Church of Rome would obtrude upon the World for 
Articles of Faith. And beſides that , there are many 
expreſſions purpoſely inſerted in it, to arm us againſt the 
Popes Supremacy , Indulgences , Invocation of Saints , 
 Tranſubſtantiation , and other Popiſh Errors. So that it 
would have been impoſlible for the Romiſh Religion to be 
ever reſtored in the Nation , unleſs the Common Prayer 
was firſt removed. Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon as poſlible. But within a few years af- 
ter, even the firſt of Queen E/;zabeth, it was brought in 
again. And as the Reformation was begun before, ſo from 
that time forward it was carried on and perfe&ted,chiefly 
.»- by meansof the Common Prayer. For it is very obſer- 
| vable that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth,and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen E/;Sabeth, there was little 
or 30 preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and few 
then could read Engliſh , and yet by the conſtant and ge- 
| neral uſe of the Liturgy , and Gods Bleſſingupon it ,- the 
Fo whole Nation was ſo edifled in the True Religion , that 
"i there wes ſcarce one in an hundred. but forſook and ab- 
horred all Popiſh Doqrines and Superſtitions: Which is 
FT an undeniable Argument, that in this reſpe& alſo it is as 
+ * edifying, nsitis poliblefor a thing of that nature to be. 
* _-., Info muchthat fo long as the Common Prayer is uſed and 
© frequented as.it ought to be, it is morally impoſſible for 
Popery to get any ground-amongſt -us. But if this Bul- 
wark was once removed: (which God forbid )' our grand 
Adverſary would foon accompliſh his malicious deſigns 

Upon us, one-way or other, , - 1 

. This he knows well enough ; and therefore hath left 
» no ſtone unturacd to-effet _- But what he had _ 3 
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before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought about <peiir 


by other means in the- Reign of King Charles the Firſt. 


For by what kind of Spirit the Common Prayer was then. 
caſt out, you all know , and ſome of you found by wo-' 
ful experience. All that I ſhall ſay of it, 1s only this,. 
That the fame Spirit that then ſtirred up people ſo vio- 


lently againſt the Common Prayer, ſtirr'd them up at the 
ſame time to Rebel againſt their King, to take away 
Mens Eſtates andLives, contrary to all Law and Juſtice ; 
and at laſt to Murther one of the moſt pious Princes that 
ever lived. - And whether that was the Spirit of Chriſt or 
Antichriſt, God or the: Devil, judge you. Be ſure the con- 
ſequents of its being laid afide at that time were very ſad: 


For people being deprived of that whereby they ſhould 


have been edified , were immediately toſſed- to- and fro 
with every wind of Do@rine, until at length many of 
them fell into the moſt pernicious and damnable Herefies 
that were everheard of in the Church. Yea together with 


the Liturgy , they laid aſide all diſtinQtion betwixt ſacred - 


and common:-things ; by which means the whole Nation 
was in- danger. of. being over-ſpread with Profaneneſs an 
Ifreligion. M 


But bleſſed be the Name -of the moſt high God for it, . 


he was once more pleaſed to appear for us; and/tn-a-mi- 
raculous manner to reſtore our Common Prayet to his 
Church , together with our Gracious Soveraign to his 
Kingdoms. - But.what ſhall we-render to'the Lord for ſo 
great a Bleſſing as this 1s? ' All that he expeds; or-we can 
give him for it;, is only to make the-beſt uſe of-it that 


wecan. This. therefore is-that which I:now pray and. 


beſeech- you all for the future to do. Do- not think it 
enough to be. for-the Common Prayer , and-to come now. 
andithen to hear-it. This you may-do-,, as many-do; 
and yet receive no {more benefit by it;, . than as: if there 
was none at-all to-be received. - Which therefore-can by 
no means be unputed:tot he Common Prayer its ſelf ,-but 
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*to the negligence of thoſe that uſe it, Neither.muſt-you 
think it enough to talk high for it, or to rail at. thoſe 
who -are not ſo happy as to be rightly informed about 
it. But rather take all opportunities to inform them * 
-and by all means poſſible to convince them of the Excel- 
'lency and Uſefulneſs of it. Which you can never do fo 
-effeftually , as by your- out-ſtripping and exceeding them 
4n Vertue and Good Works. For this is and ever will be 
a plain Demonſtration , that the Common Prayer is in- 
.deed far more edifying , than thoſe new Modes of Reli- 
gion, which they are ſo unhappily ſeduced into. That 
therefore you may do this , and ſo-both experience in 
your ſelves , and demonſtrate unto others, the truth and 
certainty of what you have now heard', concerning the 
Common Prayer , I deſire you to obſerve theſe few. Rules 


in the uſing of it. 


Firſt , Come not to our Publick Prayer only out of 
'Cuſtom or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of ſome is, 
but out of a ſincere obedience to Gods Commands , and 
with a ſure truſt and confidence in his Promiſes for his 
Bleſſing upon what you do. . For which end it will be ve- 
Ty —_ as you goto Church , :to bethink your ſelves whi- 
ther you are going, and what:you are to do there , that 
fo laying aſide all other buſineſs, you may put your 

ſelves into a right temper for ſo great a Work, 


Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as con« 
veniently you can. The 'oftner you are'at them , the 
better you will like them , and the-more edified you 
will be by them. And therefore do not ſatisfie your ſelves 
with hearing them once a Week. In this City, as/alſo in 
many . other places, of .the Kingdom , . eſpecially where 
there are Cathedrals, or Collegiate: Churches , you may }. 
enjoy the benefit of them publickly every day , and fo 
keep your hearts continually in an holy and heavenly, ! 
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frame , -2nd always live as becometh' Chriſtians : And if 
on negle& ſuch opportunities as are now put in your 
ands, you will one day wifh you. had not ; but then- 
wiſhing will do no good. —_ * 


Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the beginning of 
Drvine Service. Otherwiſe you will certainly miſs of 
ſomething that would have been edifying to you, and: 
perhaps of that , which at that time might have done 
you more good: than all the reſt, Neither will you loſe 
the benefit enly of of it , but in ſome meaſure of 
the whole-too, All the parts of it being linked together 
in ſo excellent a manner and method, that they influence- 
and aſſiſt each other: So that nothing can be omitted 
either by Miniſter or pr. 6 but the whole will ſuffer by 
it, and loſe ſomething of that Vertue and Efficacy, which: 
otherwiſe you would find init. ps 


Fourthly, All the while-that you are in Gods Houſe., 
carry. your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, and ſuitably. 
tothework = are about; ſtanding while you. praids 
God, and: kneeling while you pray unto him , as our 
Church, hath- direted you. For though theſe may ſeem. 
but little things. in themſelves.,, yet they are of great 
conſequence , both to our Worſhipping of God aright, 
and alſo. to our being edified by what we do, as.I1 have. 
ſhewed before. 


Eaftly, Take ſpecialcareallalong to keep your minds 
intent upon the matter in-hand. When you confeſs your 
fins to God , do it with an-hearty and ſincere Repentance 
for all the Errors of your life paſt. When. the Abſolution 
is pronounced , receive it with a firm and ſtedfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt your Saviour, When you repeat or ſing 
the Hymns and Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can to joyn. with thoſe above in praiſing and mag- 
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you, and reſolve by his Bleffing to believe and live ac- 
cordingly. And all the while that you are upon your 
knees, putting up your Petitions to the moſt high God , 


Tet your whole Souls be employed in it, earneſtly defiring 


the good things you pray for at his gracious bands, and: 
humbly confiding on his faithful promiſes for the grant- 
ing of them. By this means you will perform reaſonable 
ſervice unto God, and by conſequence that which will 
be very acceptable unto: him , and as profitable and edi-. 
Fying to your ſelyes. Whereas they that do not obſerve 
this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to pray , or ſerve God 
at all. And therefore it is no wonder that they come to 
Church ,. and hear the Common Prayer read, and yet arc 


' no way edified by it. Indeed it is impoſfible that they 


ſhould. For as much as all the benefit and edification 
that we can poſlibly receive from any of our Devotions, 


depends very much upon the due intention of our minds. 


rformance of them. ' To which, as I have- 
oth a Form of Prayer in general , and ours in. 
particular , is a very great help.. | 
Do but obſerve thefe plain and necefſary Rules inuſing_ 
of the Common Prayer ( without which you cannot Le - 


in the 


' truly faid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it ) and you will 


foon find what Lhave ſaid about it to be true, even that. 
All things in it are done to Edifying, And therefore 1. 
would to God that not-enly you that hear me at this. 


time, Eutall the people of the Nation could be once per-.. 


ſwaded to do fo. What an Holy Nation, what a peculi- 
ar People ſhould we then become ? How pious towards. 


God ? How Loyai to our Soveraign ? How Juſt and Cha- - 


ritable to one another ? For by our conſtant Worſhip- 
ping Almighty God in io ſolemn and devout a manner as 
Es this 
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 nifying the Eternal God. When the Word of God is 
read, hearken diligently unto it, and confider ſeriouſly 
what he that made you faith to you , and requireth of 
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this is, -our. hearts: would be over-awed with fo great a 
fear of his Divine Majeſty, that we ſhould never dare 
willingly to offend him. Our minds would be filled and 
impregnated with ſuch a ſenſe of his power and ſoveraign- 
.ty., that we ſhould honour and revere it in thoſe alſo 
whom he hath ſet over.us. Our whole' Souls would be 
raiſed up ſo much above the World , that we ſhould not 
:do an ill at to gain it- wholly to our ſelves. In ſhort, 
we ſhould be every day ed:fied more and more in Faith , 
in Love, in Humility, in Self-denial , in' Temperance, 
in Patience, in all true Grace and Vertue : And fo we 
ſhould go from ſtrength to ſtrength , from one degree 
of grace unto another, until at length we arrive at Glor 
and PerfeQion in the higheſt Heavens where we ſhall 
ſpend Eternity its ſelf in Praifing and Adoring the moſt 
- high God ; as for all the other Mercies which he hath 
 voucliſafed to us, ſo ina particular manner for our be- 
ing Members of ſuch an Apoſtolical Church', wherein a1/ 
things are done to edifying. | 
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Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant we may all do 
in and through our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt , 'to 
whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without end. Amen. | | 
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